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	Consistent Quality Training    ●    Convenience    ●    Customer Intimacy    ●    Competitive Pricing


Blog Copywriting and Strategies using WordPress 201+

	 Course Aims

	This 3 days course empower participants how to make their business blog different from the crowd and attractive to their target audience by implementing the features of WordPress. Participants will learn to create blogs, which broadly fall into three categories: 

1. Professional Expert Blogs – owned by individuals who blog in their area of expertise to increase their personal exposure and standing. 

2. Corporate Blogs that reach customers and encourage closer relationships, sales, and referrals. This course will teach how to create Online News Sources / Magazines – blogs that provide content on particular topics, funded by ads. 

3. Campaign Blogs, not-for-profit blogs run by charities or "causes", designed to promote ideas or encourage certain behaviours. Non-business bloggers will also find this course useful if they want to take their WordPress skills beyond the basics. 

Participants will learn:

· Gain a competitive advantage with a well-polished WordPress business blog

· Develop and transform your blog with strategic goals

· Create your own custom design using the Sandbox theme

· Apply SEO (search engine optimization) to your blog

· Market and measure the success of your blog

· Integrate analytics and paid advertising into your WordPress blog

	Target Audience

	This course is targeted to current users of the WordPress platform who want to get the most out of WordPress to manage business/professional blogs (it is not an introduction to WordPress and does not cover basics such as installation or creating posts and pages, configuring blog settings, etc). Participants are expected to have a WordPress blog or to be in the advanced stages of planning one

	Pre-requisite 

	An understanding of Windows and Internet Explorer

	Level
	Duration
	Time

	Basic
	3 Days1 IF >"1" 
0
="1" "s" "" 
 / 24 Hours
	9:00 am to 6:00 pm


Module 1:  A Blog Less Ordinary—What Makes a Great Blog?

· You Can Stand Out from the Crowd

· Where Do You Fit In?

· Not All Business Blogs Are the Same

· Increasing Sales

· Adding Value

· A Dialog with Your Customers

· Raising Awareness

· Showing Expertise

· Customer Service

· Public Relations

· Driving Traffic

· Add Some Personality

· Categorizing Business Blogs

· Product Blogs

· Corporate or Company Blogs

· News Blogs

· Expert Blogs

· The WordPress Arsenal

· Good Design

· Maximizing Usability

· Promoting Your Blog

· Analyzing the Statistics

· Managing Content

· Monetizing Your Blog

· Measuring Success

· Google PageRank

· Alexa Ranking

Module 2:  Introducing Our Case Study—ChilliGuru

· ChilliGuru—The Man Behind the Blog

· Before and After

· Goals and Planning

· Business Situation

· Strategic Goals

· The Blog Plan

· Tactical Goals

· Implementation

· An Overview of the ChilliGuru Makeover

· Design

· Content

· Promotion and Analysis

· Generating Revenue

· Enabling Growth

Module 3:  Designing Your Blog

· Blog Design Principles

· Layout

· Color

· Web Color Theory

· Typography

· Usability and Accessibility

· Implementing Your Blog Design

· A Brief Introduction to CSS

· The Early Days of the Web

· Content and Style

· Looking at the Code

· The Style Sheet

· Applying the Style Sheet

· Tweaking the Styles

· Setting Up a Local Development Environment

· Installing XAMPP

· Setting the 'root' Password for MySQL

· Installing WordPress Locally

· Case Study—ChilliGuru Design

· The Style Sheet Header

· The Page Layout

· Colors and Fonts

· The Header

· The Menu

· The Main Content Area

· The Sidebars

· The Footer

Module 4:  Images and Videos

· Image Theory Basics

· Dimensions

· Resolution

· File Size

· Optimization

· Installing 'The GIMP'

· Images in WordPress Posts

· Thumbnail Creation

· Thumbnail Size

· Attachment Size

· Styling Images

· Setting Up an Image Gallery

· NextGEN Gallery

· Creating an Image Gallery Page

· Using Video

· EasyTube

· Adding a Favicon

Module 5:  Content Is King

· Blog Writing Tips

· Killer Headlines

· Length of Posts

· Post Frequency

· Links to Other Blogs

· Establishing Your Tone and Voice

· The Structure of a Post

· End with a Question

· A Quick Check List

· Categories and Tags

· The Difference between Categories and Tags

· Using Categories

· Using Tags

· Applying Tags and Categories to ChilliGuru

· The 'About' Page

· About You

· About Your Blog

· Anything to Declare

· The ChilliGuru 'About' Page

· Other Static Content

· Backing Backing up wp-content

· Backing up the Database Using phpMyAdmin

· Restoring the Database from a Backup File

Module 6:  Search Engine Optimization

· The Principles of SEO

· How Search Engines Find Stuff

· Keywords

· Choosing Your Keywords

· Using Your Keywords

· Permalinks

· Installing Dean's Permalink Migration Plugin

· Title Tags

· Sitemaps

· Adding a Google Sitemap

· Inbound Links

· Robots.txt Optimization

· Using Excerpts on the Home Page

· Search Engine Submissions

· The Big Four

· DMOZ.org

· Minor Search Engines and Directories

· SEO Software and Tools

· Web CEO

· Google Webmaster Tools

· Firefox SEO Extensions

· Seeing Results

Module 7:  Supercharged Promotion

· Syndication

· WordPress Feeds

· Excerpts or Full Posts

· FeedBurner

· Setting Up FeedBurner

· Using FeedBurner

· Web Slices for Internet Explorer 8

· Creating a Web Slice

· Blog Indexes and Search Engines

· Ping-O-Matic

· FeedBurner's Pingshot

· Technorati

· Minor Blog Indexes

· Using Social Networks

· Using Twitter

· Setting Up Twitter in WordPress

· Social Bookmarking

· Adding the Links

· Bookmarking Tips

Module 8:  Connecting with the Blogosphere

· Defining the Blogosphere

· Why it's so Important to be Connected

· How to Engage with the Blogosphere

· The Blogroll

· Managing Your Blogroll

· Adding Categories and Links

· Feeding Off the Blogosphere

· The Importance of Comments

· Fishing for Comments

· Managing the Conversation

· Moderation

· Dealing with Negative Comments

· Trackbacks

· Comment and Trackback Spam

· Installing a Contact Form

· Using cforms II to Build a Contact Form

· Styling the Contact Form

· Preventing Contact Form Spam

Module 9:  Analyzing Your Blog Stats

· Key Performance Indicators

· Traffic

· Hits

· Unique Visitors

· Visits

· Page Views

· Subscribers

· RSS Subscriptions

· Email Subscriptions

· Comments and Feedback

· Search Engine Results

· Inbound Links

· Web Analytics Tools

· WordPress.com Stats

· Google Analytics

· Using Google Analytics

· The Dashboard

· Visitors

· Traffic Sources

· Content

· Not an Exact Science

· FeedBurner Stats

· Subscribers

· Live Hits

· Item Use

· Uncommon Uses

· Alexa Rankings

Module 10:  Monetizing Your Blog

· Google AdSense

· Getting Started with AdSense

· Creating AdSense Ad Units

· Using AdSense in WordPress

· Affiliate Programs

· Amazon Associates

· Creating an Amazon Associates Widget

· Using Your Amazon Widget in WordPress

· Affiliate Networks

· Direct Ad Sales

· Banner Sizes

· Where to Place Banner Ads

· How Much to Charge

· Your Media Pack and Rate Card

· Rotating Banner Ads

· Rotating Amazon Banners

· Paid Reviews

· Case Study Review

Module 11:  Managing Growth

· Keeping Up with the Workload

· Going Mobile

· Managing Increased Traffic

· Installing WP Super Cache

· Uninstalling WP Super Cache

· Outgrowing Your Web Host

· Moving WordPress to a New Server

· Bringing In Other Writers

· How to Find Guest Writers

· Introducing WordPress MU

· Installing WordPress MU

· Switching ON mod_rewrite

· Creating the Database

· Setting up a Test Domain and Subdomains

· Installing the WordPress MU Script

· WordPress MU Basics

· Developing a Blog Network
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